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wo programs spearheaded by Assis-

tant Professor of Anthropology Lori

Lee, are in the process of uncover-
ing the history of one of St. Augustine’s
most important archaecological sites,
Fort Mose. These opportunities offered
students the chance to gain hands-on
experience and collaborate in the field of
anthropology.

Fort Mose is a state park with cen-
turies of history. Best known as a free
African settlement in the 1700s after the
Spanish sanctioned it for those fleeing
slavery from the English colonies in the
Carolinas, it was also home to ancient
indigenous populations before that. The
site’s rich history has made it a source of
archaeology and anthropology projects
since 1986.

Lee brought Flagler students to join in
on uncovering Fort Mose’s past. As part
of FlagSHIP, the Flagler Sophomore
High Impact Program, students had the
opportunity to participate in a Mayme-
ster, a three-week term of intensive study.
Lee’s class, called “Local Anthropol-
ogy: Culture and Community,” enabled
sophomores to study anthropological
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methods and explore the local commu-
nity through the historical site of Fort
Mose. The class focused on the theme of
diversity and inclusion by examining it in
St. Augustine’s past. Part of the class in-
volved searching for evidence of domestic
structures at Fort Mose, where students
received first-hand archaeological expe-
rience as they uncovered artifacts and
features of the site.

Overlapping with the final week of
Maymester, Lee also held a field school at
Fort Mose. The project was a joint effort
with Associate Professor James David-
son of the University of Florida. Flagler
students were able to collaborate with
UF students at both the undergraduate
and graduate level. For the first week
of field school, students from both pro-
grams were able to unite their efforts and
work together.

As a result of Maymester and the field
school, students discovered details of
those who lived at Fort Mose. Some ar-
tifacts included a medicine bottle made
during the occupation of the site and
military objects like gun flints and lead
balls, as well as a Native American tools

made of bone. The oldest object they
discovered was an archaic piece of na-
tive pottery estimated to be 4,000-5,000
years old. Students also found features of
domestic sites, including post holes and
wall trenches that indicate former build-
ing structures.

Academic collaboration allowed
student efforts to have an impact on re-
search of the site. Lee’s ongoing project
of reinterpreting history at Fort Mose
opened the door to let students be part of
the process. They were able to work to-
gether and offer their own contributions
to scholarly research.

“It’s a great way to get students in-
volved in ongoing research,” said Lee of
these student programs. “Their contribu-
tions are very significant. In a three-week
timeframe, you're able to build on what’s
come before and keep adding onto that.”

Even Lee has been building on
the work of past archaeologists, like
Dr. Kathleen Deagan, Distinguished
Research Curator of Archaeology and
Adjunct Professor of Anthropology at the
University of Florida's Florida Museum of
Natural History. Deagan has been work-



ABOVE Students in Assistant Professor of Anthropelogy Lori Lee's
Maymester class did archaeological work at St. Augustine's historic
Fort Mose.

NEW FLAGSHIP PROGRAM

As part of Flagler College's reaccreditation, a new academ-
ic initiative launched this year called the Flagler College
Sophomere High Impact Practice (FlagSHIP) Program. It is
a new graduation requirement and Flagler sophomores will
need to take a 3-credit course focused on diversity, intercul-

tural competence and global citizenship.

Many courses will have experiential learning components
which utilize High Impact Practices such as study abroad/
away, community integrated-education and undergradu-
ate research. The goal is fo expose students to diverse
people and points of view, improve intercultural compe-
tence, foster dialogue across difference and build confi-
dence in students’ abilities to participate as citizens in @

diverse democracy.

Flagship was piloted this past spring with a first-ever
Maymester, a 3-week May term that included three Flag-
SHIP courses. The FlagSHIP program will be fully launched
in 2021 with more than 40 courses.

ing at Fort Mose since its first excavation in 1986, where the pri-
mary goal was to verify the location. Since then, archacologists
have been joined by the efforts of invested community members
to uncover the site’s history. United by archaeology, members
of all different backgrounds have come together to mimic the
cultural blending of Fort Mose’s past, where Native Americans,
free Africans and Spanish settlers once lived together.

“We’re finally catching up to the past,” said Deagan, who is
also a Flagler College Trustee.

Lee intends to analyze her data and prepare reports to renew
her permit and continue working at Fort Mose. The collabora-
tion with UF 1s expected to last three years, while other projects
have begun to manifest, like a possible maritime investigation
of parts of the site that have gone underwater. Lee intends to
work with alumna Alex Garrett, ‘19, on analyzing ceramics for a
paper they will present at the annual meeting of the Society for
American Archaeology in April 2020.

Sharing Fort Mose’s history creates a new narrative for black
Americans, one of civilization rather than slavery. With archae-
ologists, students and community members invested, everyone
is able to get more work done together. Each individual brings
a different perspective to the table, creating a mix of expertise. @

"To hear more about this story, listen to Professors Lori Lee and Kathy
Deagan on Flagler Footnotes, a WFCE Flagler College radio
production, at www.flagler.eduw/wfcf




